288    RAILWAY   CONQUEST   OF  THE  WORLD
played upon the native's ignorance of money to distinct
personal advantage, but the natives had to pay dearly for
their goods. Moreover, they came to the conclusion* that
the textiles they received in exchange for their cash were
inferior in quality to that given to them in direct settlement
of work done. Consequently, they assailed the engineer
and complained that his money was bad, in support of
which contention they displayed the small quantity of in-
different material they received in exchange for their wages.
They certainly did not evince a very marked appreciation
for the railway company's system of paying for labour in
sterling.
Although the undertaking cost more than had been esti-
mated, the results justified fully the expenditure, for the
railway, in point of construction, compares very favourably
with other lines of a similar character on the continent.
The engineer in charge of the work, Mr. A. G. Pears,
overcame his unique difficulties in a highly satisfactory
manner, and its completion in about seven years is a
striking tribute to his organisation and methods, while
the unceasing expansion of the country supports the
initiative of those who fathered the enterprise.